
Pittsford Central School District 

Board of Education Workshop Notes 

 September 20, 2016 

Board Room – Barker Road Middle School 

5:00 P.M. 

The Board of Education held a SPECIAL MEETING for the purpose of conducting a WORKSHOP SESSION 

regarding Full Day Kindergarten (FDK).   

 

Board Members Present:  K. McCluski, A. Thomas, T. Aroesty, V. Baum, I. Narotsky, P. Sullivan 

Board Members Absent:   R. Brown 

Leadership Team Present:  M. Ward, M. Leone, D. Kenney, P. Vaughan-Brogan, N. Wayman,  

E. Woods, J. Cimmerer 

Others: (per the sign up sheet) K. Fernandes, K. Chesko, M. Close, M. Graham, L. Norten, M. Deckman,  

R. Rosenberg, B. Meguid, J. Tackaberry, K. Ricotta, J. DiBrango, J. Sussman, B. Ramsay, J. Simoneau, P. Miller, S. 

Pelusio, L. Psaty,  

J. Insero, D. Joyce-Rocchio, H. Mandell. 

 

1.  Mrs. McCluski called the Special Meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

2.  Mr. Pero began with a video produced by the District regarding the life of a half day kindergartner. He then noted 

the recommendations from the Curriculum and Instruction Study Committee that recommended moving forward 

with Full Day Kindergarten.  Mr. Pero moved on to information from the Financial Committee Study which noted 

that implementation would call for 17 sections of FDK, 9 additional classroom teachers, 9 additional 

paraprofessionals and 1-2 additional special area teachers.  The study results of the third committee, 

Communications, were shared. Mr. Pero noted that conceptually the Pittsford community is in favor of FDK, 

however when considering the financial impact, the percentage of support declines, ranging between 58% and 76%.  

These percentages are based on the 2014 and 2016 Community and Exit Poll surveys. 

 

3.  After the Board heard each of the study results, questions were asked and responded to. 

 

4.  Mr. Pero reviewed the options with regard to voting on the addition of a Full Day Kindergarten program: 

 

 One budget proposition, which will include the Full Day Kindergarten program 

 A separate proposition for Full Day Kindergarten  

o The question is, can the Budget pass with a 51% vote if FDK does not pass or will we need %60 

override vote on both? 

 

The percentages needed to pass FDK and the Budget are being looked into by our attorney in communications with 

the State Education Department.  Areas that we will not know about in a timely way are Foundation Aid and the tax 

cap, which have financial impacts. 

 

5. After careful and thoughtful consideration from the information given prior to and at this workshop session, 

Board members unanimously agreed to move forward with the proposal to implement a Full Day Kindergarten 

program.  

 

6.  Other information from this workshop session: 

 It will cost approximately $2 million added to the tax levy year over year. 

 We will receive $685,000 onetime conversation aid. 

 Mr. Pero and Mrs. McCluski will be meeting with Senator Funke to talk about Foundation Aid. 

 There will NOT be redistricting if Full Day Kindergarten is approved by the voters. 

 The percentage of no votes are most always the same.  Supporters of implementing FDK must come out to 

vote. 

 Communications of the study, facts, impact, and process must be thoroughly communicated to the 

community. 

 If approved, FDK would be implemented for the 2017/2018 school year. 

 

The workshop ended at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Veronica M. Walker, School District Clerk 

 

 


